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The manifestation of the world out of Brahman is likened to
the ejection of the thread from a spider. Though the world
of plurality has emerged out of the one inner self the latter
is not affected by the defects of the former.
The first and the foremost of the Upanishads namely
Isavasya Upanishad opens with the statement that all this,
meaning the universe, is enveloped by Iswara. That is, the
universe derives its substance from Him. It is also the
shortest and sweetest of the Upanishads which gives a
scientific and mathematical definition of the Atman. In just
18 stanzas it deals with the problem of the material causality
of the world and the man's relation thereto, the nature of
the highest truth and the difference between reality and
unreality and between knowledge and ignorance. Speaking
of the opening verse of this Upanishad Mahatma Gandhi
said: "I have now come to the final conclusion that if all the
Upanishads and all the other scriptures happened all of a
sudden to be reduced to ashes and if only the first verse in
the Isopanishad were left intact in the memory of Hindus,
Hinduism would live for ever".
The lofty concepts of the Upanishad relating to the
individual soul, Brahman and universe are much higher than
the spiritual level of the ordinary man. Even the
commentaries of great thinkers elude the grasp of many.
The message of the Upanishad had to be brought from the
Himalayan heights down to earth and explained to the
common man with concrete visual aids. The message came
and a clear path for the advancement of the devout was
laid in the form of a magnificant temple with many special
features around the swayambhu vayu linga at SriKalahasti
on the banks of the river Swarnamukhi. This temple stands
as an excellent, silent and elaborate commentary on the
great Upanishad.
Let us examine how skillfully the Agama Shilpis, with
knowledge and devotion managed to accomplish the